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BRIGHTON FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS - 03/19/19  
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Garrett, Commissioners Jeffries, Metzger, Potter, Wright, Acting 
Chief Zicari, Treasurer Howk, Business Manager Boline, Executive Assistant Finizio, Office Assistant 
Fitch,  Assistant Chief Peartree, Reverend Williams and Lieutenant Stavalone. 

 

CHAIRMAN GARRETT opened the Commission Meeting at 5:31pm.  
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AROESTY indicated that Firefighter Copey had both of his independent 
medical exams for worker’s compensation and we are waiting for the outcomes. Firefighter Eichas is 
still out on a non-work related medical injury. His knee surgery will probably be in about 6-8 weeks, 
depending on how quickly he can get it scheduled.   
 

We’ve received Clover Lawn and Landscaping’s proposal for 2019 fertilizer work at all three stations. 
There was a slight increase.  
 

We’ve had an issue with the installation process of the new washer at Station #2. We’ve gotten three 
quotes, two of which were astronomical, but the third quote was reasonable. The installation requires 
removal of the sink and the output from the current washer. We thought that the output line would 
be 1-2” in diameter, but it is a 4” drain line off of the washer. We need to make some modifications to 
tie it in. The cost to install the washer and tie in the output line will not exceed $1,800.  Approved.  
 

We drove down to Montour Falls last Wednesday to observe our recruits in training at the Fire 
Academy. That day, they were doing the maze and obstacle course training. The class has almost 60 
people in it, although a couple have dropped out so far. Our recruits are standouts and are doing very 
well.  We will continue checking on them throughout their training time at the Academy. 
 

Captain Hahn has been sending emails with pictures of how the building of 304 is coming. It is 
definitely taking shape. Some of the members of the Truck Committee will be heading to Appleton, 
Wisconsin at the end of April for the final inspection. 
 

Besides working on 304, the Truck Committee will be meeting on Thursday, March 28th to start the 
process of looking for a new rescue truck. Our current rescue is 20 years old. It’s going to take us a 
bit of time to spec out and then build a rescue truck.  
 

We had the second Citizens Committee meeting on March 12th.  It went very well. The group seems 
to be very engaged, asking great questions and anxious to push forward. We have our third meeting 
scheduled for Tuesday, March 26th, where we’re going to talk about the study. The approach that we 
are taking is to have the committee walk through the study as if they were the consultant.  
 

Executive Director Aroesty met with Monroe County in regards to the radios today. The go-live date 
for the new radios is January 2020. We had originally thought that the implementation of the County 
CAD system might hold up the radio rollout, but the CAD project is moving along very well. The CAD 
system will be up and running by December 1st, 2019. As far as the trunk system and radios, BPD is 
going to be the first agency on the eastside to go live with them in April. The ambulances have been 
on the trunk system for the last few years, but they use radios in a different way. Police use the radios 
more like we do, in that they use them to communicate amongst themselves during emergencies. 
We’ll get a lot of good feedback from them. There are dispatchers that are already training on CAD  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AROESTY CONTINUED 
because parts of the CAD are up and running, but there is still a lot of programming left to do. It’s a 
geo-coding mapping based CAD system. Getting all of the information and verifying the maps is a 
painstaking process.  
 
The Alpha Paging System will not be supported by Monroe County going forward, so we need an 
understanding of who’s carrying an alpha/digital pager or phone for their means of communication. 
We need to craft a survey to get the best information from our members, while emphasizing that they 
shouldn’t give us an answer that they think we want to hear. The results will drive us organizationally 
to where we need to go with future devices and technologies.  
 

Bryx thinks they can pull audio calls and send them right to our volunteer’s cell phone. Thus, 
volunteers might not need voice pagers if they had phones with them.   We have a meeting tomorrow 
with Bryx to discuss our needs and the options to meet them. We’ve been looking at mobile solutions 
with Alpine, but they have been falling a little short.  
 

LOSAP paperwork has been completed and was submitted to Penflex last week. We are waiting for 
the reports to come back. 
 

Executive Director Aroesty had one personnel matter to discuss in Executive Session.   
 

ACTING CHIEF ZICARI PRESENTED CHIEF HILLER’S REPORT ON HIS BEHALF. There have been 
438 calls to date and no calls of significance. 
 
This Saturday, we will be having an information session for potential bunkers for next year.  
 
Last night, we had a prospective member meeting. Three people attended and we believe that we will 
have one or two possible volunteers from them. 
 
We are hoping to approve membership for three people at the April Department meeting.  
 
We had a meeting last night in regards to the change requirements for 308. Line Officers will be 
discussing this further. 
 
The Senior PGA will be in Rochester from May 21st through May 26th. The volunteer shifts have been 
created in the When I Work app and will be opened tonight to get filled. If there are any openings that 
we cannot fill, they will be opened to other departments. An email will go out to our volunteers 
explaining how everything will work. There will be 3 four hour shifts.  
 

CHAIRMAN GARRETT stated that the next Commission Meetings are scheduled for Thursday, April 
4th and Tuesday, April 16th.  
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TREASURER HOWK requested permission to pay the bills as audited. A motion was made by 
Commissioners Potter/Metzger to pay the bills as audited and the motion was approved 
unanimously.  
 

The financial abstracts are available for review.  
 

Treasurer Howk explained that during the OSC’s review of the annual update document, they 
recommended recorded funds held for use to pay the cost of Health Reimbursement Accounts (HRA) 
as a Private Purpose Trust as part of the Trust and Agency accounts.  In recommending, the OSC 
provided supporting documentation from the Accounting and Reporting Manual for Counties, Cities, 
Towns and Villages, and not specifically from the Fire District Accounting and Reporting Manual 
issued by the OSC.  
 

In the Fire District manual, there is no specific guidance regarding this type of account usage and the 
recognition as a Private Purpose Trust TE Account does not seem appropriate from either the 
District’s, our financial advisor, or our auditing firm.  However, the OSC is adamant about this 
treatment.  
  

The District is electing to report its external financial statements in the same manner as the past (HRA 
as part of the TA Account) and to not make the change recommended by the OSC to the TE 
Account.  Therefore, while in total the amounts are the same as reported for the AUD, categorically 
there may by differences.  
 

The Commissioners have endorsed the Treasurer’s recommendation and approved it.  
 

BUSINESS MANAGER BOLINE had no report.  
 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT FINIZIO requested approval of the minutes as submitted. A motion was 
made by Commissioners Wright/Potter to approve the minutes as submitted and the motion was 
unanimously approved.  
 

OFFICE ASSISTANT FITCH had no report.  
 

A motion was made by Commissioners Potter/Wright to go into Executive Session at 5:56pm to 
discuss one personnel matter.  
 

A motion was by Commissioners Metzger/Jeffries to come out of Executive Session at 6:20pm, where 
no action was taken.  
 

A motion was Commissioners  Jeffries/Wright  to adjourn the meeting at 6:25pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Dina B. Finizio 
Executive Assistant / (Acting Secretary) 


