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BRIGHTON FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS - 05/02/19  
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Garrett, Commissioners Jeffries, Metzger, Potter, Wright, Chief 
Hiller, Executive Director Aroesty, Treasurer Howk, Executive Assistant Finizio, Office Assistant 
Fitch, Assistant Chief Peartree, Reverend Williams, Lieutenants Clark and Stavalone and Firefighters 
Kenney and Sue Baylor.  
 

Executive Session began at 5:00pm to discuss a particular personnel matter and ended at 5:30pm, 
where no action was taken. 
 

CHAIRMAN GARRETT opened the Commission Meeting at 5:30 pm.  
 

CHIEF HILLER stated that there have been 675 calls year-to-date and no calls of significance.  
 

The Fire Bureau has requested that we hold a hazmat training with the Rochester Airport Fire 
Department at Station #1 during the daytime hours and we are requesting permission to do so. 
Approved.  
 

We walked through the Senior PGA course with Fire Marshal Cline last Friday. It’s coming along 
pretty well. Fire Marshal Cline is working on a temporary supply line with a resident on Whitestone 
Lane. The plan would be to run the supply line from their house to the back of the course.  
 

Chief Hiller will be out of town from May 13th through May 15th. Deputy Chief Zicari will be the Acting 
Chief during that time.  
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AROESTY stated that Tom Eichas had knee surgery and is recovering. We 
hope to see him back to work in about 4-6 weeks.  
 

Firefighter Copey had his MRI and is awaiting the diagnosis. He has also started therapy. 
 

We had a very successful trip to Appleton, WI to inspect 304. There are a few things that need to be 
fixed. Once that is complete, the truck will be transported to Rochester so that Churchville Fire can 
start their part of the work. We expect to see the completed truck sometime in early June. It is a 
triplet, so it shouldn’t take long to get it serviced.  
 

While we were at Pierce in Wisconsin, the Truck Committee spent some time looking at rescue trucks. 
We met with a rescue truck chief engineer. The next Truck Committee meeting is scheduled for May 
13th. We will be looking at 3 different rescue trucks and focusing on size and capacity. Once we have 
all three trucks together, it will be easier to get perspective.  
 

We have switched HVAC contractors. Our previous provider was Modular Mechanical and we have 
now switched to Taillie. We had swapped over all of our controls and are happy with their service. In 
the process of them switching over all of our controls, we’ve learned many things may not have been 
going as well as we’d originally thought with Modular Mechanical. Taillie will be doing some 
maintenance and service. We’re in the process of getting everything cleaned up. Lieutenant Stavalone 
will be the lead on this work.  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AROESTY CONTINUED  
The bid for the new Chief’s vehicle is available and has been advertised. We plan to open them on 
May 21st.  
 

Last week, Executive Director Aroesty attended a 3-day workshop for the new CAD system. It’s pretty 
impressive. It’s supposed to be up and running by the end of this December. There are three different 
viewing models for it.  

1. Mobile Professional, which is the MDT in the trucks.  
2. Mobile Responder, which is more of a tablet/iPhone type.  
3. Web Viewer, which is a desktop version.  

We will need to make decisions on who will have access to the CAD, what we’re going to be using in 
our vehicles and what our officers will have access to. We also need to figure out what we’re going to 
do with the repeaters as they relate to our accountability system. We’ll be fleshing that out over the 
next few weeks. 
 

We held the 4th Citizens Committee meeting last week. It was a good meeting. The dialogue has been 
open and transparent. At last week’s meeting, we reviewed the tax rate and looked at five alternative 
plans. We spent a considerable amount of time going through each plan. The next meeting is on May 
14th. At that meeting, we will revisit each of those plans. Everyone on the committee wanted some 
time to digest all of the information that we went through. We will spend the majority of that meeting 
fleshing through those plans. We asked at the conclusion of the last meeting how everybody felt about 
the ideas and asked if they felt comfortable with the flow and the transparency. It was unanimous 
from the Committee that they felt very good about the information provided.  
 

There are a number of people testing the G5 Unication pagers. We are working in conjunction with 
the Department. These pagers will allow us to have a constant connection when we go to the trunk, 
so if a job is put out, and they say to go to a channel, these pagers will work on the trunk system. They 
are more expensive than the Minitor Six. We need the functionality as we continue to migrate to the 
new system. The pagers are available on NYS contract. We are in the process of working with the 
Department on how we can make all of the numbers work. Executive Director Aroesty’s  
recommendation to the Board of Fire Commissioners is for the District to purchase pagers for the 
Director, career officers, career firefighter riding positions, the SEC, the MTO  and the Commissioners 
for a total of 25. The cost would not exceed $16,000. The Department will purchase the remainder of 
the pagers for the volunteers. That would provide everyone with a communication pager. We already 
purchased 3 pagers.  

 A motion was made by Commissioners Metzger/Potter to approve the purchase of 23 
additional pagers out of the radio budget for the people listed above and the motion was 
approved unanimously.  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AROESTY CONTINUED 
Lieutenant Stavalone wrote a letter supporting the recommendation to remove Firefighter Chris 
Kenney from probationary firefighter status. Chris has completed his one year. Although, he has not 
completed his 229 certification, we do  have time for him to do that. He has one or two classes left to 
complete and we have a timeline for completion. Executive Director Aroesty is making the 
recommendation to remove Chris Kenney from probationary firefighter status at this time. 

 A motion was made by Commissioners Jeffries/Metzger to remove Firefighter Chris Kenney 
from probationary status and the motion was approved unanimously.  

 

We’ve received an inquiry about the rules pertaining to open meeting law in regards to the Citizens 
Committee. We’ve reviewed it with our counsel. The Citizens Committee is an advisory committee, 
so they have no requirements. Additionally, the group doesn’t have any Commissioners as members.  
 

COMMISSIONER POTTER stated that when he attended the Monroe County Fire District Officers 
Association meeting, they spoke about the new radios. There will be a class on June 24th, followed by 
two hands-on training meetings.  
 

The group also talked about having the radios under turnout gear to prevent heat damage. They 
mentioned not to use the pockets on the turnout gear. The recommendation is to keep the radios on 
the waist, under the coat.  
 

Executive Director Aroesty added that we are in the process of getting quotes for radio straps. Radios 
are supposed to stay vertical, not horizontal, to work. 
 

CHAIRMAN GARRETT stated that the next Commission Meetings are scheduled Tuesday, May 21st,  
Thursday, June 6th and Tuesday, June 18th.  
 

COMMISSIONER METZGER stated that the Department will be voting on admitting three new 
volunteers at the next meeting.  
 

TREASURER HOWK requested permission to pay the bills as audited. A motion was made by 
Commissioners Wright/Potter  to pay the bills as audited and the motion was approved unanimously.  
 

We are in the process of notifying our bank to update and add Office Assistant Fitch with the same 
authority as Business Manager Boline currently has on the BFD accounts. Additionally, Business 
Manager Boline will be removed from the online banking accounts. Business Manager Boline is able 
to sign purchase orders. We would like to request the same privilege for Office Assistant Fitch.  

 A motion was made by Commissioners Metzger/Wright to allow Office Assistant Fitch to 
execute bank transfers online within BFD accounts only and to sign purchase orders and the 
motion was approved unanimously.  

 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT FINIZIO requested approval of the minutes as submitted. A motion was 
made by Commissioners Wright/Potter to approve the minutes as submitted and the motion was 
unanimously approved.  
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The flu shot dates have been confirmed for this year. They have been scheduled for:  
 Monday, October 7th  
 Tuesday, October 15th  
 Wednesday, October 23rd   
 Monday, November 4th  

 

The Red Cross sent us a note of thanks for always setting up the room that they use for the blood 
drive. The blood drive did exceptionally well! They collected 29 units of blood, which will impact up 
to 87 lives!  
  

OFFICE ASSISTANT FITCH had no report.  
 

Chairman Garrett stated that we received a letter from the Municipal Training Officer, which was sent 
on behalf of all of the FDIC attendees. The eight attendees received 175 hours of training and 
education and completed 48 courses. Everyone was very grateful for the opportunity to attend and 
learn.  
 

A motion was Commissioners  Jeffries/Potter to adjourn the meeting at 5:52pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Dina B. Finizio 
Executive Assistant / (Acting Secretary) 
 


