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www.brightonfd.org 

BRIGHTON FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS - 08/13/19   
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Garrett, Commissioners Metzger, Potter, Wright, Executive Director 
Aroesty, Chief Hiller, Treasurer Howk, Business Manager Fitch, Executive Assistant Finizio, many 
Brighton Fire Department Civil Officers, District Line Officers Career Captains, Lieutenants,  
Firefighters and Brighton Homeowner and Citizens Committee Member Sherry Kraus. 
 

CHAIRMAN GARRETT opened the Commission Meeting at 5:03pm.  
 

CHIEF HILLER welcomed Eric Smith and his family to his swearing-in ceremony. Chief Hiller 
presented the oath to Firefighter Smith. 
 

Chief Hiller stated that there have been 1,345 calls to date with one call of significance.  It was on 
Brickyard Trail on July 23rd. The person got stuck in the mud up to his chest. He was able to be freed. 
We called in Mutual Aid along with other resources. There were some takeaways for future training.  
 

We are hosting the 3rd Battalion Line Officers meeting on Wednesday, August 21st in the Station #1 
basement meeting room.  
 

The new 304 will be attending the Chief’s Show at the Burgundy Basin Inn tomorrow afternoon.  
 

We are requesting permission to take 305 to East Rochester for a fill-in on August 19th from 1800 to 
2130. They are doing some specialized training at the Public Safety Training Facility. Approved.   
 

Chief Hiller and Director Aroesty met with the new 911 Director a few weeks ago. They discussed 
some calls and issues.  
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AROESTY reminded everyone that we have hired a new firefighter, Eric 
Smith, who was sworn-in tonight. He will be starting on Thursday, August 22nd. The Civil Service 
Commission approved Eric’s transfer from the Greater Rochester International Airport Fire 
Department at their meeting on August 8th. We are excited to have him start.  
 
The West Webster Fire Department will be dedicating their Station #1 on Sunday, September 8th at 
noon. We have received an invitation. If anyone would like to attend, please RSVP, so that they have 
an idea of how many people are planning on attending.  

 
We responded to an automatic alarm on Cobb Terrace. The homeowner was very appreciative and 
wrote a note on the back of a customer service survey. They had a problem with their stove, which 
set off the automatic alarm. The homeowner thanked Acting Lieutenant Benson and group 2 for 
taking the time to come in and help ventilate his house. The time we spent goes a long way and makes 
a difference in people’s lives. All calls matter to our customers.  
 
The inspection dinner has been scheduled for Monday, October 14th, which is the second Monday in 
October. The Department will move their meeting to that evening.  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AROESTY CONTINUED 
We finally received an invoice from Motorola for the radios. We are waiting for funds from DHS.  
 

The Personnel Committee met with the Union Executive Board in regards to a grievance that was 
filed regarding training and compensation. Future training requests are on hold until we resolve that 
grievance.  
 

We’ve received a response from the Union on the other grievance. We are in the process of setting up 
a meeting to address it. 
 

We have several repairs that need to get taken care of.  
- The generator at Station #1 has had a problem with the turbo for quite some time and is 

worsening. The cost to replace it will not exceed $4,750.  
- There are several man doors with metal frames that need to be repaired at Stations #1 and 

#2. The cost will not exceed $3,750.  
- A few months back, we had a problem with a garage door at Station #1, where the door was 

open and the cab was tilted. For safety, we want to put a lockout feature on each of the garage 
doors at Station #1. The cost will not exceed $700.  

- We have been having a problem with excessive heat in our radio server room for quite some 
time. We tried to put a vent in the door, but that did not reduce the heat. The room is usually 
15°+ warmer than anywhere else in the building. Our computer vendor, radio vendor and 
UPS vendor all said that we need to reduce the temperature in that room because we are 
cooking the equipment in there. We got two quotes and will go with the lesser of the two. The 
cost to put an air conditioner into that room will not exceed $11,250. 

- These are all budgeted items and will come out of the buildings and grounds budget.  
o A motion was made by Commissioners Wright/Potter to approve the repairs at all of 

the stations and the motion was unanimously approved.  
 

We would like to purchase radio straps to safely secure the new portables that we had recently 
purchased. The cost would not exceed $2,500 and would come out of the radio budget.  

- A motion was made by Commissioners Metzger/Wright to approve the purchase of the radio 
straps and the motion was unanimously approved. 
 

Lieutenant Osborne continues to be out on medical leave. Firefighter Copey continues with a new 
therapy and it is progressing. Firefighter Orioli saw his doctor today. He will be out at least one month 
at minimum.  

 

Acting Lieutenant Steve Benson had a big accomplishment that we would like to announce. He has 
been cleared as a Certified Lab Instructor (CLI). This is step one of two towards him becoming a 
Certified Instructor Coordinator (CIC). Step two is that he will need to teach two classes by next 
March. Having these certifications will enable him to take our CME program forward after Captain  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AROESTY CONTINUED 
Palma retires. Acting Lieutenant Benson has been working very hard and is doing a great job. Please 
congratulate him if you happen to see him.   

 
Due to Lieutenant Osborne’s extended medical leave of absence, we need to do a temporary 
appointment through Civil Service for group one to have a Lieutenant on duty. We will do the 
paperwork through Civil Service and appoint Acting Lieutenant Donovan as the temporary 
Lieutenant on group one through the end of February.  

- A motion was made by Commissioners Metzger/Potter to approve the temporary 
appointment of Pat Donovan to Lieutenant and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 

UNION PRESIDENT LEE asked if Pat Donovan’s end date in February puts us at six and a half months 
and if that would be an issue. 

 

Executive Director Aroesty responded that no, we have up to a year. The District put together an 
agreement with the Union that takes care of the compensation or any of those types of concerns.  
 

Executive Director Aroesty had one personnel matter to discuss in Executive Session. 
 

COMMISSIONER POTTER asked if there were any updates on the East Avenue paving project. 
 

Executive Director Aroesty explained that the workers are in the process of raising all of the utilities 
and cutting the light sensors. They still have to raise the manholes and do the gas shut-offs. Then they 
will put the topcoat down. There is a bike lane that needs to be put in. The current markings are not 
where they will be permanently. Additionally, the current center lane is wide. It will be a little 
narrower.   
 

CITIZENS COMMITTEE MEMBER SHERRY KRAUS introduced herself to the Board of Fire 
Commissioners and explained that she had the honor of serving on the recent Citizens Committee. 
The Committee had looked at what could happen to Station #3. The members took their job very 
seriously. She commended Executive Director Aroesty and Chief Hiller for their patience, 
thoroughness and bringing the Committee up to speed on the Fire District and Fire Department. The 
main reason Ms. Kraus asked to address the Commission is that she knows that they received a 
summary report with the final Committee vote. Six members were in favor of keeping Station #3 
open and five members were opposed to keeping Station #3 open. Ms. Kraus further explained that 
she is a resident of the Station #3 area and had voted to keep it open. However, as it turns out for her 
particular property, she would have had a better response from the Station #1 firefighters, if she had 
voted against keeping it open. The Citizens Committee had intense and thorough deliberations. They 
worked very hard to make sure the minutes were complete and accurate. The minutes are almost 
like transcripts. She urged the Board of Fire Commissioners to read those minutes as part of their 
final decision. The minutes will give them a real sense of the issues that the Committee struggled  
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MS. KRAUS CONTINUED 
with, the deliberations, along with the pros and cons. It would be extremely helpful to go through 
them and get a better picture of what the Committee did, rather than just simply looking at the 
outcome, which really doesn’t tell a lot. Additionally, thank you to Chairman Garrett for attending the 
meetings, as he was able to answer questions as well. Ms. Kraus then thanked the Board of Fire 
Commissioners for letting her address them. 
 

CHAIRMAN GARRETT thanked Ms. Kraus for her comments and service.  
 

Union President Lee indicated that he was glad that the District was able to come to an agreement 
with the Union about Acting Lieutenant Donovan’s temporary assignment as Lieutenant.  
 

COMMISSIONER METZGER spoke on behalf of the Recruitment Committee and explained that the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) had planned a Recruitment and Retention Certification 
class, but lost their facility. Further, they contacted BFD and asked if they could have it at Station #1 
on September 7th and 8th from 8am – 5pm. IAFC has opened some seats up for BFD. The Fire 
Department would like to request permission to host this class at Station #1 in the basement room. 
Approved.  
 

Chairman Garrett stated that the next Commission Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 
5th at 5:30pm.  
 

TREASURER HOWK requested permission to pay the bills as audited. A motion was made by 
Commissioners Potter/Metzger to pay the bills as audited and the motion was approved 
unanimously.  
 

Abstract and financial figures are available for review.  
 

BUSINESS MANAGER FITCH had no report.  
 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT FINIZIO requested approval of the minutes as submitted. A motion was 
made by Commissioners Wright/Potter to approve the minutes as submitted and the motion was 
unanimously approved.   
 

The next Red Cross blood drive is scheduled for this coming Saturday, August 17th from 9am – 2pm 
in the basement of Station #1.  
 

Firefighter Janowski has notified us that he has moved.  
 

The Department has notified us that Tim Boucher has been put on inactive status and Dick Symes 
has moved.  
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A motion was made by Commissioners Wright/Potter  to go into Executive Session at 5:22pm to 
discuss one personnel matter. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioners Potter/Wright  to come out of Executive Session at 5:45pm 
where no action was taken. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioners Metzger/Wright to adjourn the meeting at 6:14pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Dina B. Finizio 
Executive Assistant / (Acting Secretary) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


